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Jared and Margaret French, artists who
became lifelong friends. Cadmus
encouraged him to adopt egg tempera
as his primary medium.

“Tooker was very involved in the civil
rights movement and marched in Selma,
Alabama, with Dr. Martin Luther King
in 1965,” said Bridget Moore, president
of the DC Moore Gallery in New York,
which has represented Tooker since
1996.

Tooker is represented in many muse-
ums, including the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, the Whitney Museum
of American Art, and the Hirshhorn
Museum and Sculpture Garden. He
was awarded the National Medal of
Arts in 2007.

He had many museum exhibitions,
including a retrospective organized by
the Fine Arts Museum of San Francisco
in 1974. His most recent exhibition was
at the DC Moore Gallery in 2009.

He is survived by a sister, Mary
Tooker Graham. !

wrote in ARTnews in a review of
Tooker’s retrospective, at the Pennsyl -
vania Academy of the Fine Arts and

other museums, in
2008–9. “In today’s
more eclectic environ-
ment Tooker’s contribu-
tion can be appreciated
again.”

Born in Brooklyn,
Tooker graduated from
Phillips Academy in
Andover, Massachu -
setts, and Harvard
University. He went to
Harvard to study
English to please his
parents but didn’t like
it. “I wanted to be going
to art school,” he said.

In 1943 he enrolled at the Art
Students League in New York and stud-
ied under Reginald Marsh, Kenneth
Hayes Miller, and Harry Sternberg. A
year later he met Paul Cadmus and then

George Tooker, whose paintings explored
the human condition, urban alienation,
and the evils of worldliness, died last
March at his home in
Hartland, Vermont, at
the age of 90.

Although his work
was frequently de -
scribed as magic real-
ism, he never cared for
the designation. “I am
after painting reality
impressed on the mind
so hard that it returns
as a dream, but I am not
after painting dreams as
such, or fantasy,” he
once said.

He earned a sizable
reputation in the late
1940s and early ’50s. “With the rise of
Abstract Expressionism, however, his
immaculately crafted images of figures
frozen in silent interiors and landscapes
plummeted from favor,” Nancy Grimes
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Silurians have awarded journalists
whose reporting and writing embody
the highest standards of the profession.

This is the eleventh time the Silurians
have honored
ARTnews.
Since 1975,
ARTnews has
won 42 awards
for excellence
in reporting,
criticism, and
design, includ-
ing the George
Polk Award,
the National
Magazine
Award, the
Overseas Press
Club of America Citation for Excellence,
the Inves tigative Reporters and Editors
Award, the National Headliner Award,
the Clarion Award of the Association
for Women in Communications, and the
Page One Award. !

ARTnews has won the Society of the
Silurians 2011 Excellence in Journalism
Arts/Culture Award for a series of
articles on the controversy surround-
ing 74 “recently discovered” plaster
sculpture casts said to have been made
by Edgar Degas.

The articles, by William D. Cohan,
appeared in the April, May, October,
and November 2010 issues. Additional
reporting was done by Sylvia Hochfield,
Eileen Kinsella, and Milton Esterow.

The plasters were said to have been
discovered in a Paris foundry. Bronzes
cast from them are claimed to have
been sold for up to $2 million each and
$20 million for the set. They have been
exhibited in museums in Greece, Israel,
Bulgaria, and Spain. The New Orleans
Museum of Art, however, decided last
year to postpone an exhibition of the
works that had been scheduled to open
in November.

A group of Degas scholars who met
in New York last year voiced concern

about the sculptures. One person, who
declined to be identified, told ARTnews
that “there was absolutely universal
agreement that those things are not
what they’re being advertised as.”

The articles dealt with themes of
urgent concern in the art world: the pro-
liferation of fake art and the difficulty
and danger of speaking the truth about
forgeries.

Cohan, author of Money and Power:
How Goldman Sachs Came to Rule the
World, is a columnist for the New York
Times and writes for many publications.

Other award winners this year include
the New York Times, the New York Daily
News, the New York Post, Vanity Fair,
and Bloomberg.

The Silurians, founded in 1924, is an
organization of more than 500 editors
and reporters from the New York met-
ropolitan area, who have worked for
every major newspaper, wire service,
and radio and television station in the
region. For more than five decades the

ARTnews Wins Silurians 2011 Excellence in Journalism Award

William D. Cohan."

‘Reality Impressed on the Mind’

George Tooker."
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