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Dar ren  Wate rs ton ,  T r ip t ych  Tw i l i gh t  (2014 ) .     

Cour tesy  o f  DC Moore .  
 

9.)  Darren Waterston at DC Moore ,  through December 20  “Spl i t  the Lark," 
represents a s igni f icant breakthrough for Darren Waterston, a New York–based 
painter known for h is  semi-abstract,  surreal is t- t inged paint ings with images that 
consistent ly waver between the real  and the fantast ic .  Strange birds appear to 
take f l ight in one image. Or are they s imply cal l igraphic f lour ishes of the brush? 
A landscape reference may appear,  bu t  on c loser inspect ion evaporates into an 
amorphous haze. Archi tectural  s tructures may be apparent for a moment,  but 
suddenly recede into abstract p lanes.  

In th is  show, Waterson incorporates three -dimensional e lements into the mix,  
and the combinat ion works wel l .  Coinciding with h is  museum show, “Fi l thy 
Lucre" at  MASS MoCA, on v iew through February 23, in which Waterston re -
creates Whist ler 's  fabled Peacock Room, “Spl i t  the Lark," features arcane 
furni ture - l ike construct ions, such as confessional part i t ions  and freestanding 
f rames. Waterston embeds the canvases into these var ious supports  to create a 
kind of paint ing -sculpture hybr id.  I t 's  a r isky strategy, perhaps; but rather than 
distract  f rom the painted images, the 3 -D elements tend to enhance them.  


