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Agony in the Garden, 2012. Oil on wood panel, 36 x 36 inches.

DC MOORE GALLERY is pleased to present its first exhibition by Darren Waterston, Remote Futures.
This recent body of work explores the allure and menace of utopian fantasy, where an imagined, idealized paradise
holds within it a disconcerting future.
Waterston has often engaged with mythological, theological, and natural histories while proposing visual depictions
of the ineffable that transcend the picture plane. In Remote Futures, there is evidence of human life in the fragments
of architecture —temples, cathedrals, ziggurats, bridges—that emerge from the organic detritus. These scenes
evoke places of refuge, offering an escape from the processes of time and mortality. For Waterston, however,
Alexi Worth, Shoreline, 2017. Acrylic on nylon mesh, 25 x 42 in.
utopian potential is untenable as such. With abstracted elements that are both corporeal and celestial, Waterston’s
scenes become simultaneously Edenic and dystopian.
Waterston’s formal approach complements his thematic interest in divergence. His painterly technique is drawn from
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In Alexi Worth’s Shoreline (2017) sunbathing figures coalesce and blend into a coastal
landscape. Young boys are seen lost and exploring abandoned houses in Ralph Eugene
Meatyard’s vintage photographs and a young woman lies nude dreaming of desire in Duane
Michals’ sequence The Young Girl’s Dream (1969). We encounter the anxiety and delight of
visiting an amusement park in Roger Brown’s Amusement Centre (c. 1970), and of being
immersed in a dense green forest in Claire Sherman’s Leaves and Vines (2017). Barbara
Takenaga’s abstraction #4 Night Painting with Ceil (2001) invokes a mesmerizing night sky
and a vivid assortment of tropical fruits and flowers ahead of a bright blue seascape,
engrosses us in the visual and sensual experience of food in Janet Fish’s Patzcuaro (1989).
***
DC MOORE GALLERY specializes in contemporary and twentieth-century art. The gallery is open
Monday through Friday from 10 am to 6 pm. For more information, for photographs, or to arrange a
viewing, please call 212-247-2111 or email Rachel Johnson at rjohnson@dcmooregallery.com.

